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March 8, 2004
UM OFFERS PERSONAL SAFETY REMINDERS FOR STUDENTS
MISSOULA In the wake of a reported student abduction from campus over the weekend, University of
Montana officials on Monday offered reminders of personal safety procedures and resources.
Meanwhile, the UM Office of Public Safety is assisting the Missoula County Sheriff’s
Office with its investigation into the incident that occurred Saturday morning in a campus
parking lot. Composite sketches of the suspect, created with the victim’s description of her
assailant, will be distributed to UM dormitories.
Public Saftey Capt. Jim Lemcke said his officers routinely patrol campus parking lots and
will continue to do so on a frequent basis.
“W e’ll certainly be on the lookout, and the community can help us by calling us if they
see something suspicious. W e’ll respond immediately,” he said.
UM President George Dennison said he urges students to take advantage of UM ’s free
escort service that operates from 6:30 p.m. until 2:30 a.m. seven days a week. Operated by public
safety and the Associated Students of UM, the escort service offers a companion to walk students
across campus and to nearby neighborhoods. Call for an escort at 243-2777.
Dennison also suggested that students and employees familiarize themselves with the
green and blue lights illuminating emergency telephones stationed throughout the main campus,
University Villages and the College of Technology campuses. The phones can be used to
-more-
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summon public safety and other emergency assistance.
In addition, Lemcke advises that people be aware of their surroundings and security
conscious at all times. Report any suspicious activity immediately by calling 243-4000 on
campus or 9-1-1.
“Follow your childhood rules,” Lemcke said. “Don’t give or take rides from strangers and
don’t take anything from strangers. Listen to yourself. If you are uncomfortable, say something or
leave.”
For more personal safety tips, students can visit the Office of Public Safety’s Web site at
http://www.umt.edu/publicsafety/handbook.htm.
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